
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1899. 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



167 



He sings a song of love, 

Of peace, of joy, of rest. 
He sings of the happy sky above 

And his happy mate in her nest. 
He sings of the summer days that move 

To the golden light of the West. 

bird, had I half thy joy, 

Had I half thy madness of mirth, 

1 would sing a song of a brighter sky 
Bending over a happier earth, 

When wrong and greed from the world shall die 
And the better day has birth. 

I would sing of a greater Greece 

Rising out of a fairer sea; 
When the earth shall give her best increase 

And her bounty to all is free ; 
When the world at last may rest in peace 

And all men brothers be. 



The Importance of Public Opinion. 

Address at the Mohonk Conference. 
BY HON. SAMUEL B. CAPEN. 

One of the glories of Mohonk is this, that while it keeps 
its eye on the highest ideal, it always keeps its feet on 
the ground, and tries to do what is possible and prac- 
tical. Some of us, I hope all of us, are asking by this 
time what we can do as individuals to help toward a 
permanent tribunal which shall mean universal peace for 
the nations. There is nothing for us to do on the legal 
side. Thanks to the jurists of this country, especially 
to the New York Bar Association, a plan has been 
formulated which, if we may believe report, has been 
substantially approved by our government, and is before 
the Conference at The Hague to be worked out into a 
definite plan. We have no duty there. What is our 
duty then ? 

It is what Dr. Bradford pointed out to us yesterday, — 
to try and make public opinion in this country, so that 
when the treaty is made and sent back to America for 
ratification, it shall not be rejected again, but shall be ac- 
cepted by the people. What we need to contend against 
is apathy and indifference. Dr. Hale gave me yesterday 
an illustration, when he said he had met at a dinner party 
six or eight prominent men, and that be found they had 
no more interest in this subject than they would have 
had in a conference to discuss aniline dyes. We must 
make public opinion in this country, for public opinion 
is master here. 

There is one thing which we ought to press most ear- 
nestly : we ought to try to check the delusion which is rife 
among us that it is necessary every few years to have a 
war in a country in order to create heroism ; that our 
young men will lose their virility unless there is some 
contest. Is it not time to press the fact that it is just as 
great to sacrifice to save as to destroy, and that the 
noblest heroism is not necessarily displayed upon the field 
of battle in the sight of others, but may be shown in a 
more quiet way ? Such heroes are being made every day. 
We have had, on the New England coast this last winter, 
fearful storms, one after another : have you read the glo- 



rious work that those life saving men have done ? They 
needed no war to teach them heroism. Did you read the 
tragedy of the fire in the Windsor Hotel ? Those fire- 
men going up ladders, walking along cornices, reaching 
into windows to take out helpless women, and working 
themselves back, no one knows how, to the ladder, — do 
those men need war to teach them heroism ? I venture to 
say that Herbert Welsh, fighting political corruption, is 
just as much a hero as a man on the battlefield. That is 
where we can create public opinion, all of us; we can teach 
that there are glorious deeds to be done along the line of 
peace, and that, if we can secure universal peace through 
universal arbitration and a permanent court of the nations, 
then our young men can be turned from warlike spirit to 
take hold of the great questions that are waiting to be 
solved. The words of Whittier are true : 

" Peace hath higher tests for manhood than ever battle saw." 

And I would appeal to the Christian men and women of 
this Conference on another line. The man who reads his- 
tory without finding out what God means by it has left out 
the key. Allusion has been made to the circumstances 
under which we met two years ago, under the cloud of 
the failure of the ratification of the treaty. But no allu- 
sion has deen made to the effect of that event in England. 
The London Times took occasion then to tell us that in 
striking a blow at arbitration as we did, the American 
people had lost the confidence of the world. That was 
two years ago : where are we now? In the providence 
of God England and America are side by side, shoulder 
to shoulder, as never before, and our commissioners are 
working together for a court of arbitration such as we 
discussed here three years ago. And not only this, but 
Russia, — Russia whom we feared so much, — has through 
her Czar been the nation to propose the Conference, and 
England and America and Russia together are trying to 
formulate a plan for universal peace. Can any one say 
that this is not the finger of God ? Is there any other 
explanation of this wonderful result ? Now if we feel 
this, should not every Christian heart be filled with en- 
thusiasm and impulse, believing that we are working 
along the line that God has marked out for us, and that 
that which God has put his hand to will certainly be 
completed ? 

Two years ago Dr. Moxom in this room offered a reso- 
lution just along the line in which I am speaking to-night. 
It suggested that our duty is to make public opinion, and 
urged that something should be done to interest the young 
people of this country in this subject. It was not possible 
to put that resolution into the platform in the form in 
which it had been drawn ; but I promised, as chairman of 
the committee, to see Dr. Clark, the president of the 
Christian Endeavor Society, and present to him the wish 
of this Conference that he might become interested in 
this movement. I met with the most gracious reception. 
I do not know that any word I said had anything to do 
with the shaping of the society's policy ; but this we do 
know, that on the 15th of March Dr. Clark and those 
associated with him wrote a letter to the Christian 
Endeavorers of the world, asking these young people, 
international, interdenominational, inter-racial, repre- 
senting two and a half millions in this country and a 
million in other countries, that they should take hold and 
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work in this movement. He definitely asked young 
people in this country to sign petitions that shall go to 
Congress. That is one of the hopeful signs of the times. 
That is the way public opinion is being made and can be 
made. I submit that it is time for all of us to be at work. 
We are not to let Dr. Hale and a few Boston people, and 
a few more in Philadelphia and Baltimore, do this work. 
Let us all take hold and not stand around the edges criti- 
cizing the work of others. Each of us can have influence 
and power over his own circle if he will, and can help 
push this movement to a triumphant close. It was said 
here two years ago, " The old treaty, as amended, was 
not worth saving ; but its spirit, like John Brown's soul, 
goes marching on." It is for every one of us, the rank 
and file of this Conference, to help quicken the pace. 



How Long? 

GEORGE SHEPARD BURLEIGH. 

When shall the noise of battle cease, 
With red Bellona's crimson flood ? 

When shall the crystal fount of Peace 
Wash out the hideous stain of blood ? 

Almost two thousand years of Christ 
Above the bleeding earth have rolled, 

Still man by man is sacrificed 
As on the Moloch shrines of old! 

Unnumbered temples rise to claim 
The Prince of Peace for sovereign Lord ; 

Yet millions in His holy name 
Baptize the murder-seeking sword. 

O, shameless mockery of hell! 

To prate of peace while rending homes 
Of wives and babes witli shot and shell, 

That wrap in fire their temple domes! 

How long, O Lord of love, how long 
Shalt Thou be served with double tongue, 

And paeans of victorious wrong 
Before thy altar-fires be sung ? 

Ye nations, taught in Holy books 
To serve with love the Lord of lords, 

Your vines demand their pruning-hooks, 
The blameless plowshares need your swords! 



Abstract of Annual Report of the 
London Peace Society 

The Annual Report of the Peace Society, 47 New 
Broad Street, London, E. C, notices the coincidence of 
the opening of the Peace Conference at The Hague, and 
congratulates its members on the success of the principles 
which have been so long proclaimed by the Society. It 
refers to the recent peace agitation in this country, with 
the origin, conduct and progress of which the Society had 
much to do, and states that at the London office resolu- 
tions adopted at over 1,200 meetings had been received. 

The Peace Sunday movement had reached its highest 
point of development, 40,000 invitations to ministers 
having been issued by the Society, and 5,000 replies, with 



promises of about 8,000 sermons and addresses, having 
been received. Reference is made to a dozen instances 
of arbitration in progress or initiated during the year, and 
especially to the general treaty of arbitration concluded 
between Italy and- the Argentine Republic, which, it is 
claimed, has done for the peace movement what the 
Anglo-American Treaty would have accomplished had 
it been ratified. 

The regular work of the Society has been carried on 
with the usual vigor throughout the year, and the recent 
agitation has afforded the members and agents of the So- 
ciety opportunities of which they have availed themselves 
to the full. 

The autumnal meetings of the Society were held in Ex- 
eter, and proved a great success. The lantern lectures have 
been in greater demand than ever, and several sets have 
been in nearly constant use in various parts of the country. 
The circulation of the Herald of Peace steadily increases. 
Constant expressions of interest and approval reach the 
editor. 

The Secretary has been unusually occupied, and has 
taken a very active part in the promotion and carrying 
on of the Peace Crusade ; and, in addition to his duties 
at the office, and increased labors as the result of the 
Czar's Rescript, has addressed over sixty meetings during 
the year, besides attending the Peace Congress at Turin . 

A telegram was sent in the name of the Society to the 
Emperor of Russia, and memorials forwarded to him and 
the British Government, with copies of a new edition of 
International Tribunals by the Secretary, of which one 
hundred copies have been distributed by Mr. de Staal 
among the delegates to the Conference at The Hague, and 
bound copies of the papers which have been distributed 
very widely by the Society in connection with the question 
raised in the Czar's Rescript. 

More than 300,000 copies of pamphlets and papers have 
been issued since the last report, and a quarter of a 
million distributed in connection with Peace Sunday. 



Song of Peace. 

BY JOHN RUSKIN. 

[Mrs. V. L. Owen, of Springfield, Mass., calls our attention to some 
errors in Kuskin's " Song of Peace" as it appeared in our columns some 
time ago. We reprint it here with errors corrected.] 

Put off, put off your mail, ye kings, and beat your brands to 

dust; 
A surer grasp your hands must know, your hearts a better trust ; 
Nay, bend aback the lance's point, and break the helmet bar, — 
A noise is on the morning winds, but not the noise of war! 

Among the grassy mountain-paths the glittering troops in- 
crease; 

They come! they come! how fair their feet — they come that 
publish peace; 

Yea, Victory! fair Victory! our enemies'' and ours, 

And all the clouds are clasped in light, and all the earth with 
flowers. 

Ah! still depressed and dim with dew, but yet a little while 
And radiant with the deathless Rose the wilderness shall smile, 
And every tender living thing shall feed by streams of rest, 
Nor lamb shall from the fold be lost, nor nursling from the nest. 



